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Dear Mr. Wainatein:

This letter provides information regarding a flsid agtion thet Ford |a voluntarily initlating with
regard to cartain 1898 through 2001 model year Lincoln Town Cars that have boan converted
by Final Stage Manufacturers to Limousines.

Thesa Town Car vehicles, as manuhactured by Ford Motor Company, were fully compliant with
all applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards and Regulationa. Howsvar, an aoma
modified units, dapending on the extert of the Final Stage Manufecture's modifications, the
front aode weight could be auch that tha "normal Icad® on the vehicle's P225/70R 16 Michslin
1018 Symmaetry tirea may excesd 88 parcant of the tire maxirmum load reting.  Thess modified
vehicles, tharsfors, may not fully comply with FMVSS 110 54.2.2 requirameants which specify
that the vehilcla normal load on a tire shall nat be greater than the tegt load uasd for that tire n
the high speed performance test epecified in 85.5 of CFR 571.108 (88 percent of the tire's
maxdmum load rafing as marked on the tire sidswall).

Bscauss Ford Is not the final stage manufacturer of thase modified vehicles and therefare not
responglble for thair final certification, we have notifled the affected modifisrs {llated balow) of
thia posalble condition, and advisad that it may be necassary for them to provide a Part 573
nofification to the agency.
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Thess modifiers have Indicated that a total of approximately 10,000 vahidas (Town Cars
converted to Amousinas) are affacted. Tha original Town Car vehiclas ware bullt at Fond's
Wixom Aasembly Plart from September 19, 1887 through September 26, 2000.

For axpediency, Fard has agread to administer the flakl action to ramedy this condition.
Cwners of record of the affected vehicles will e notified by Ford of the condition during the
weak of January 8, 2001, and advisad to contact their dealers to make arangements for the
egrvicing of thelr vehicles. The service will Imvolve replacement of their vehicle™s tires with
Michelin tires with & sufficlently higher load rating. This action wil ba gt no cost to the
customers.

Coples of Notification letters to dealers and owners from Ford Customer Servica Diision will be

forwarded to the agency when avallabls. For Ford's administration and raporiing purposes,
campalgn number 00851 has been assigned to this action.
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